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The extension of Highway 407 became a provincial elec-
tion issue for the governing Liberals yesterday with the
announcement by Premier DaltonMcGuinty that the road
would reach Oshawa by 2015. He also announced that
the highway will be extended to Highway 35/115 by 2020.
“We’ve said all along that we would honour our commit-
ment to extend the 407 East to Highway 35/115 and now

we have a timetable to get it built,” said Kathleen Wynne,
Minister of Transportation. The announcement comes
after Tim Hudak and the Progressive Conservatives have
made an issue in recent months of the extension and local
politicians in Oshawa have turned up the heat on the Pre-

mier. Mr. Hudak has vowed to get
the full 45-kilomtere extension done
in one phase, though he has not
specified a completion date. The 407
extension would provide commut-
ers with an alternative to the often
cloggedHighway 401.National Post

E L E C T I ON I S SU E
McGuinty saysHighway 407will be extended toOshawa by 2015

A female Canadian bodybuilder is
facing a prostitution charge after po-
lice staged a sting this week in Bonita
Beach, Fla.

Rhonda Lee Quaresma, 42, of To-
ronto, a former Canadian national
champion and a member of the
International Federation of Body-
builders, was arrested by the Lee
County Sheriff ’s Office. According to
news-press.com, Lee County detec-
tives set up a sting after contacting
a woman known as Miss Sparkle. Po-
lice said an undercover detectivemet
the woman at a Bonita Beach hotel
and agreed to pay $280 for one hour.

Ms. Quaresma has been charged
with one count of misdemeanour
prostitution and released on bond.

The five-foot-one bodybuilder’s ca-
reer peaked in 1995, when she placed
first in the Canadian National Body-
building Championships.

Her website says: “An interesting
side effect of woman’s pro and top
level bodybuilding because we aren’t
paid like other top sports are, is we
learn to become businesswomen
among things!”

Postmedia News

O nMonday Paul Oberman, the
prolific developerwho built a
fortune preserving Toronto’s

heritage, died in the crash of a small
plane in Maine. This week I thought
ofMr. Oberman as I walked up Yonge
Street and passed two of the city’s
most remarkable old buildings, north
of Queen Street on the east side: the
former Bank of Commerce building
at 199 Yonge and the former Bank of
Toronto building at 205 Yonge.

Both went up in 1905; both are
locked and decaying. This sort of dis-
respect infuriatedMr. Oberman.

“They are absolutely stunning ex-
amples of some of the best architects
that our city has ever had,” says Reb-
ecca Carson of Heritage Toronto, an
arms-length agency funded largely
through donations, “and to have
them sitting on our main public ar-
tery and not shared with the citizens
is almost criminal. It is stunning to
us that they haven’t had any TLC.”

E.J. Lennox, architect of Old City
Hall and the Ontario Legislature, de-
signed 205 Yonge Street as the Bank
of Toronto, a precursor to TD Bank.
Some call this our finest example of
Beaux-Arts architecture. The build-
ing boasts four huge columns topped
by a richly sculpted crown of stone.
The aluminum-covered dome roof re-
sembles an observatory. The banking
hall, with its columns and mosaics, is
a show-stopper. The building later be-
came home toHeritage Toronto, until
the city sold it in 2003 to Irish busi-
nessman John Cavannah. Today, an
Irish flag flutters on the roof line and
pigeon poop speckles the columns.
The Downtown Yonge business im-
provement area provided a telephone
number for Mr. Cavannah; a record-
ing says, “The customer you are call-
ing is unavailable at themoment.”

To its south sits 199 Yonge, de-

signed by Darling and Pearson
— architects of the original Royal
Ontario Museum and the North To-
ronto Railway Station (transformed
byMr. Oberman into the Summerhill
LCBO). The building at 199 Yonge
has sat vacant for about 40 years.
Today it and the parkette to its north
belong to Salvatore Parasuco, owner
of Parasuco Jeans Inc. ofMontreal.

On a chain-link fence bolted to its
front flutters a for-rent signmention-
ing, “Prestigious location.” No one
returned calls to the Montreal tele-
phone number on the sign. Workers
recently sealed off the parkette be-
tween 199 and 205 Yonge Street with
a Modu-loc fence; a sign screwed to
a tree in the park warns, “Persons
found dumping food or garbage in
this area will be prosecuted to the
full extent of the law.”

“We have owned it for six or seven
years,” Melanie Bergeron, a spokes-
woman for Parasuco in Montreal,
says of 199 Yonge. “We still have
mockups to build a hotel.” She adds,
“We are looking for someone to rent
it or use it in a nice way because our
project is delayed.” She later called
back to say Parasuco Jeans does not
own the building. Al Rezoski, a man-
ager at Toronto Planning, says, “I
believe that the Parasuco family still
owns the building.”

In a recent show, Building Stories,
HeritageTorontowrote that 199Yonge
“is boarded up and appears to be quite
seriously threatenedbyneglect.”

Given the tragic loss of Yonge’s
Empress Hotel of 1888, torched in
January (by arsonists, police say),
are these two gorgeous banks being
demolished by neglect? Councillor
Kristyn Wong-Tam (Toronto Centre-
Rosedale) did not answer requests for
comment. Mary MacDonald, man-
ager, heritage preservation services,
said both bank buildings have herit-
age easements registered on title,
adding, “The city has a heritage prop-
erty standards bylaw to address the
failure of owners to maintain their
designated properties and municipal
licensing and standards, with our
assistance, will not hesitate to inves-
tigate those heritage properties that
are falling into disrepair.” She would
not say whether Toronto has lifted a
finger to protect these buildings.

Cathy Nasmith, a prominent herit-
age architect in Toronto, notes that
“enforcement on demolition by neg-
lect tends to be complaint-driven.”

In that case, consider this my com-
plaint.

National Post

Demolition
byneglect

Beaux-Arts
masterpieces
left to decay
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COMMENT

HERITAGE TORONTO

This 1905 Bank of Toronto building was designed by the architect
of Old City Hall and the Ontario Legislature, E.J. Lennox.
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“The great faculty and team-based
learning environment stood out

to me as features that differentiate the
Queen’s experience. The program gave me
the tools to take control of my career and

achieve my personal and professional goals.”

D a v i d M a r q u i s , Q u e e n ’s M B A
D i r e c t o r, C o r p o r a t e D e v e l o p m e n t , B e l l C a n a d a

INFORMATION SESSION
Meet with members of our
Admissions Team and Program Alumni.

Queen’s MBA is a full-time
12-month program
beginning in May, 2011.

Web:
www.queensmba.com

A C A D E M I C E X C E L L E N C E . E X C E P T I O N A L E X P E R I E N C E .

Call or email to reserve
your spot.

Toll-free:
1.888.621.0060

Email:
queensmba@business.

queensu.ca

What sets us apart will set you apart.
A Unique Team-Based Approach.

At Queen’s, you will be part of a learning team for the core of the program. With the guidance of a dedicated
team coach, you will acquire the team and leadership skills that are so critical in business today.

One-of-a-Kind Personal Coaching.
Queen’s provides you with an unprecedented level of individual support. A Personal Coach, a Career Coach and a Lifestyle Coach

will enable you to gain a deeper understanding of your personal strengths and how to leverage them.

Ranked #1 in Canada by 2002-2010

Toronto
Tuesday March 15
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
National Club
303 Bay Street

Estate
Auction

EMPIREAUCTIONS
165Tycos Drive
Toronto
416-784-4261

Viewing: Sat. March 12,
10 am to 5 pm and Sunday
March 13, 11 am to 1 pm.

Sunday March 13 at 1pm
Monday March 14 at 7pm
Tuesday March 15 at 7pm

Auction starts:

Van Cleef &Arpels platinum
diamond and ruby bracelet

JohnA. Hammond
oil painting

Rolex "President"

8-piece carved giltwood salon suite

Gold coins and
rare coins More than 1,000 lots. Canadian
and European art, contents of a 20,000 sq. ft.
King City home, gold jewellery for the Govern-
ment of Canada, liquidation of furniture and
home decor, rare coins for a Toronto pawn shop,
and much more. Hundreds of lots online.
15% buyer's premium. Sorry, no children.

www.empireauctions.com

Georgian-style
mahogany

grandfather clock




